
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

April 2020 

 

 

 

Dear Friend, 

 

We pray that this letter finds you healthy, blessed and safe in your home!  This letter is 

intended to provide you with an update on North St. Louis County Habitat for Humanity’s 

plans. 

 

Our homes have taken on new meaning.  Being able to “stay home” for most of us has 

meant an atmosphere of comfort, warmth and safety while surrounded by family.  We have 

92 partner families in North St. Louis County who are safe at home, thanks to your support.  

The first phone call that we received from our Habitat partner families was from Brittney 

Hunter who said, “I am so glad that we have this beautiful home to quarantine in!” 

 

Though we still feel very much blessed by the hand of God in the work we are doing, it is 

safe to say that OUR plans, like most of yours, have changed!  With your help and support, 

we have been able to maintain a building capacity of five homes per year which we 

accomplish in a “year round” building program. We often refer to the homes we are building 

by the year in which they started.  It is normal for homes that started in the summer of one 

year to carry over and be completed in the spring of the next year.  At the beginning of 

March we had four active 2019 building season home projects that were on track to be 

completed by late May or early June.   

 

Habitat for Humanity called a halt to day to day operations involving volunteers in early 

March.  Our staff, in accordance with their jobs in residential construction and banking, has 

continued to move the mission of Habitat forward by working from home or in insolation.  

Our inability to engage one of our most precious resources, our volunteers, for three or 

more months (March, April, May) will have an impact on the building program this year.   

 

One 2019 home is complete!  Kristine Edstrom, who works as a counselor throughout the 

county, moved into her home in Biwabik in November of 2019.   

 
The four remaining homes are anywhere from 70% to 95% complete.  Our first West 

Eveleth home with the Strand family is about 95% complete.  Brandon Anwiler, our 

construction manager, has been able to move this project forward by working on it in 

isolation.  We are hopeful to have this home completed for Amber, who is an essential 

worker at Wal-Mart, by the end of April.  After this, we will have three more 2019 homes 

to complete.  One is in West Eveleth and is 90% complete.  This home is built in partnership 

with the Naomi Stark, who is working in the medical field.  Two more homes in Hibbing are 

at the 70% completion stage, one is in partnership with Sam Grovenburg who is working as a 

security guard, the other with Jennifer and Christopher Gray-Miller who have a family 

member in the very vulnerable category.   Our goal is to get these families safely into their 

homes as soon as possible which is dependent on our ability to reengage the community in 

construction activities. Please pray that we can do so soon and safely.  You can also help by 

being ready to pick up a hammer when our health officials say, “Go!”   

 

Ethan, Brittney, Helena and Audrianna 
safe a home! 

 

 

 

Our Mission: 

“Seeking to put God’s love 

into action, Habitat for 

Humanity brings people 
together to build homes, 

communities, and hope.” 

 

Our Vision: 

“A world where everyone 

has a decent place to live.” 
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The four 2019 projects carrying over into the critical months of the summer will impact the number of homes 

we can start in 2020.  Three of the five homes we had planned to build this year have families which have 

applied to the Habitat program and been accepted.  We are confident that, with your help, we can bring these 

families home!  Two of these homes; one in Hibbing and one in Ely, will be rehab projects where we have 

obtained existing homes to gut and remodel.  These are conducive to starting in the fall as the volunteer 

intensive work to get a foundation in the ground is not an issue.  We have established a partnership with the 

Mesabi Range College’s Carpentry Class to pour a slab in the fall in Gilbert and get our third 2020 home off to 

a start as well.  All three of these projects will then be active over the winter.  These three 2020 projects 

bring us to a total of 99 families served in North St. Louis County.  Prior to our current status, brought on by 

the COVID-19 pandemic, we were looking forward to celebrating our 100th family served with simple, decent 

and affordable homeownership.  Our lot in Gilbert is sufficient for two homes.  We will be excavating for two 

foundations in the hope that, as God allows, we might be able to break ground on one more home in 

2020...our100th home. 

 

We are looking forward to: 

 

 Engaging you in an “unprecedented” volunteer effort, as soon as we are able, to finish these 2019 

building season homes and start serving our 2020 families 

 Seeing you as we hold the dedication ceremonies for the Strand, Stark, Grovenburg and Gray-Miller 

families this summer! 

 Challenging you to our “Habitat 500 Virtual Bike Ride Fundraiser” where you can ride your bike at 

your own pace this summer to raise funds and awareness for Habitat for Humanity.  More news on 

this to come. 

 Celebrating the ground breaking for our 100th Habitat for Humanity home in Gilbert. 

 

Your volunteer and financial support has made such a difference.  With your faithful support we stand ready 

to accelerate our efforts with renewed commitment to help our neighbors when the urgency of our current 

situation has lifted and their need still continues. 

 

Partnering with you to build homes, communities and hope, 

 

        
  

    2019 Partner Families with homes to be completed. 

 

 

                            
         Austin & Amber                          Kyrie & Naomi                     Yuki, Sam & Esme                            Jen, Chris, Grace & Aydhan         

                  ~Eveleth~                                        ~Eveleth~                                                      ~Hibbing~                                                  ~Hibbing~ 

Doug Gettle         Nathan Thompson 

Board President        Executive Director 

DaJuan, Kristine and Damari 

~ Biwabik ~ 
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